






"lho_rI.d mdved..,.,.nd my!.th ... 
and his trlals.,d dl.m.; Garllnd_ .. 
"I-Ie cIDse to 500 mlrller cases with 
hu_of acqulttal!,..nd .-hod llut 
one min die. A"""'II mymlest "",marie!, 
mydod_uld ........... th. phone.nd the 
cell'ol<ll'satl ... _ulll go, 'l-IILIo7Yas, Ihls Is 
RooIb.n A. G ..... nd. Yo ..... ,nld ftlrwhot1 
New Lomm. tell you something-don't you 
tall< to .t1Yb<><ti! A ftsh _ullin'! 9!1 aught W 
II kopt its mouth st..!. Toll< to no 0 .... ""'"PI 
RooIb.n A. G.rIondl'" 

In many w.ys G.rland, of Garland, 
Samuel" Loeb, I. more 

tI"wIn hI! !other, bul hII tilb!$ 
lifter him In thl! My: He's Ihe lawyer 
\'OU go 10 W\'Ou'r1! In sat"". Irouble In 
thaSouIII. Just .... PIttsburgh S ..... 
q ... rterb.<k Ben Roethll.berg.r, Baltimore 
Ibown. llnot..c:b!r Roy lewis. il>rmer 
AllantJ Th .. "'.B hocI<eV jllayer DI"" 
HNtl@yorripporT.l-.r-ofGarland's 
mo",lImou. clients. 

Gorlond ... .nt pushed logo Intolh. 
lIm1ly bushes!; h. Just rIIMI" thou5# .boot 
onyIhn; else. "T1m_Ih.-'<I thll 
... """ndod m .. " """""" .. g_ up lOoUzng 
my !.th .... and dlO thruU\tlOul hi. COI.-:" 

Glrllnd Is Iiso. mII5lerstorylt!lIer. 
WhIIn II matlllB--whon ."""' ... " 1IfII1. 

lurm up the dri""'. You feel 
\'Ourself luning forwlrd to h .... rwh.I he 
hluosay. 

CoMldor hi. p ..... ce""' .. nr.aln 
IhelWy Lewi. c ..... In 2000, Lewl., in 
AtIont1llttendlng I Sup.r Bowl party, 
.... on Iho scen. whon two mon were 
st.bblOd to do'Ih In 'IIgM. The r.aS<! d..­
enormo ... meGla Ittenlion. Ind G.rbond 
Imma:llotety •• ,zed Ihllopportunlty. He 
IIlnlld tho p ..... ce""' .. nca.""ndlng 
1Iu. an olll-ijme Southern 
me",ndng Iho min wrongly .a:u .. d 
In th.l996 Olympic Port bombln;. "I 
c.n hOlrl"" whlstlol blowing on Iha 
prosearllon 1 .. ,,,,' h ... 10. "And the 

fht"".-. ... M Is RldIonI_ Andlh. 
__ 

--n..t ....... lotorAl"'· ...... G ..... nd, 
ch,",kUng. "We"pt up I reIentIe5s 
ceUnterlttact. We WB1! on the edge of whll 
1'"",,*- BulSOlMtlmeu lawyw h.,to 110 
wilting to wolk up III the lOdge 10 light far his 
cUent'ThI! p.vsecutlon uUmatety dlsml55ed 
...... RJ ... chlrges wring Ih. trlal,.nd lI!Ms 
pludlOd guilty to ob$tru<;tion or Ju$l;ke. 

Uke hi. !.thor, Garbond 11 llIera 
adI/CCII!e II>r hi. dlenls, whltever Ihe 
accu .. U .... "My at!1tudlls, WIIdon't pili< 
COl..,.," hII-. """ople",,,,,, In ...... Uke 
thl!\' cemo III I doctor". Thl!\' cem .. Ihl!\' 
h...., a problem, welry to help Ihem. JUII 
llkl! a doctorwouldn'I "y, 1 don't wom Ie 
_ Ihi. Pllliont beCII .... Ihardl ...... ,. 
bid' ... my Job I. to mllke [Ihe p",,,,,,,u!lonl 
pt'OIIIIhoCMI. 

"I not the Judge. T""l's nOl my 
",le. The minute I iIrNyer drifts over and 
IIlmJudglng Ihe diem, the diem 10 .... 
Ih. adllCco",.· 

G ...... nd bolievel .... ng .n 
goes to Ihe """rt of what our ceuntry I • 
• bout "You mOIl help clII!nl most I7i 
\<!lUng him hII n ..... to pIYd gunly and 
gellhll boot rHOiuU ... he ... n." G.rbond 
says. "It'!; so Imponam thl!!he law be 
.""UIId to l'fOI«!.nd tHIn,,", thadtlzon . 
II d"",""I _ dlflorence whether the 
rule Is Ipplled III Ihe truly Innocent ... !he 
comple!el.y gunty ... 1hIt'll the _we make 
Our sysI<Im work. Pn>\8Ct Iha rlghl;S oflha 
mo.t cond.mned.II'\'Ou do \'OU 
protect Ihe rlgh!!l of IhI! IMocent" 

Glrland'll son, John, who I. Ilso. 
membor of the 1Irm, a""rtd'l<!< hI! 
IIther'llngenu Ily In the courtroom. "It's 
not lUll oboUI O\Inc:hlng numbers or 
knowing III Iho_ To h"""IogIr.!. 
..,.lyoIo of .... I.lmport..nt But 
to Iruly b.on 1IIfvoc:ote. you h .... to be 
CIG!IYe,' John ....... "You ... 11 In !he 
c""rtroom, b""",use hII thinks .bout I"'ng_ 
\'Ou _uldn't ne<alllrily hove thoug ilt or 
III ftr!It. To mako a flctuolsltu.U ... rul-to 
make R 1M, to make M bre;;th .. to .".ke M 
tillk-he'u th.t· 



A STORY ABOUT 
THE STORYTELLER 
When Edward GarLand was defending 
footbaLL-player-turned-sportscaster 
Hannon Wages on drug charges In the 
1980s, he knew he wouLd face a tough 
task cross-examining Wages' girlfriend, 
Deborah Norville, then a LocaL TV 
reporter in Atlanta. "She testified 
against Hannon-not terribLe, but, 'Yes, 
he used drugs,' stuff like that," says 
Garland's law partner Don Samuel, 
who estimates the two men have tried 
cLose to 100 cases together. 

During a long weekend spent preparing 
for cross-examination, the legal team 
and Wages agreed there was Little to use 
to impeach Norville's testimony. That just 
encouraged Garland's creative thinking. 

When it came time for cross­
examination, Garland approached 
the podium with a thick three-ring 
notebook, "sending the message, this 
cross-examination is going to go on for 
days," says Samuel. "Lots of fanfare, 
lots of preparation, wiping your brow, 
getting ready. SuddenLy Harmon waLks 
up to him and whispers something to 
him. Ed Looks over at him Like, 'What?!' 
Then Hannon makes a 'stop' gesture. 
This is aLL in front ofthejury." Wages 
and Gartand repeat the act again. 
Finally GarLand closes the notebook, 
waLks back to counsers tabLe, and says, 
"We have no questions." 

SamueL still Laughs when he thinks 
about it. "The entire thing was worked 
out in advance-the notebook was 
empty, there was nothing in there. Lt 
was all to create the image of Harmon 
Wages, this chivaLrous guy [who 
wouldn't let her be cross-examined]. 
Lt's probabLy my favorite cross­
examination of all time." 
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Garland says he Learned that lesson during 
his first triaL in FuLton County-a murder case 
in which Liza Stripling was accused of killing 
her husband. "I remember my dad called me 
the morning I was to try the case and said, 
'Are you ready?' L said, 'Yes, L have witnesses: 
He said, 'You've been to the scene? I said, 
'No: He said, 'I'LL be over in a few minutes: 
We went to the backyard where the stabbing 
had taken pLace and he said, What is your 
defense?' I said, 'My defense is that [her 
husband] was reaching for a rock. He had 
brutalized her in the past, and she stabbed 
him because she knew he was going to bust 
her brains out: He said, '00 you have the 
rock?' I picked up a rock and took it to court. 
When my client testified, she said, '1 can't say 
that's the rock but it sure Looks like it: The 
judge put it into evidence and I went over 
and put it on the jury rail. Lo and behoLd, it 
feLL off and hit the floor with a thunderous 
sound. And I think it played a significant roLe 
in bringing about the acquittaL:' 

Many murder trials Later, Gartand says 
he still feeLs equal parts exhilaration and 
terror when the jury comes in. "When 
you have a jury say, 'We the jury find the 
defendant not guiLty, not guilty, not guilty: 
It Is absoLuteLy thrilling," he says. "And It's 
equally horrifying when they say 'guiLty: 
You are so locked up in your effort. Your 
efforts are being judged along with your 
client's, right then and there. It's Like the 
Colosseum: it's thumbs up or thumbs 
down. When you Lose, you feeL somewhat 
condemned yourself." 

This feeling is muLtiplied in a death 
penalty case. "When you stand there at the 
jury rail and know that your very words may 
be the difference between life and death, it 
is terrifying," GarLand says. "And you know 
that if you don't give your whoLe heart and 
soul, someone may die." 

Forty years ago, a client had been found 
guiLty and GarLand had a two-hour break 
before the penaLty phase began. "L sat in 
that courtroom with an unrelenting sweat 
running down my chest," he says. "Trying 
to think, 'What are the words, what are the 
actions I can take?'" As he recalls how he 

pLeaded for his client's life, his voice sLows, 
becomes more deliberate, and he again 
sounds like a preacher: "I got the client up 
from his chair, waLked him over to the jury 
rail, put his hands on the rail, and told the 
jury, 'In those hands flow that same bLood 
that flows in his mother, who came here to 
testify for him. And you wouLd have to take 
that bLood-but you don't have to do that. ... 

They did n't. 
GarLand caLLs trial a kind of war: "a 

contest of knowLedge, skill, psychoLogy and 
stamina," he says. And in a criminaL triaL, 
because of limited disclosure, the defense 
doesn't always know what a witness 
wiLL say. As creative as GarLand is in the 
courtroom, he is equalLy relentless. "Go to 
the scene, interview the witnesses, know 
more about the Law than anybody else," 
he says. "When people in the courtroom 
realize that, they'LL respect you:' 

His courtroom demeanor can change 
in a flash, depending on how he reads the 
jury. "You may be strong and tough, or soft 
and kind. Sometimes ajurywants you to be 
tough on a witness that does deserve to be 
treated in a harsh manner. But you better 
not beat up on a witness that doesn't 
deserve it, or one the jury doesn't want you 
to," GarLand says. 

Although he's used "fancy jury experts," 
GarLand says the verdict stilL comes down 
to a guessing game. "You have to trust 
your welL-informed, instinctual feelings," 
he says. "And even then you have terror 
and uncertainty when you strike or decide 
to select them." In a recent case, the judge 
wouldn't alLow the Lawyers to ask any 
questions of potential jurors. "So you sit 
and hope, with what little information you 
have," Garland says. "And then it's, 'Jury's 
in the box. It's time to go.'" 

He takes the same conditional approach 
with the media. Sometimes he just repeats 
his father's advice to a client: Keep your 
mouth shut. At the same time, GarLand 
never met a camera he didn't think about 
using to his client's advantage. He tends to 
aim, he says, for a statement that "covers 
everything, touches nothing." 
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But in some cases, he fully engages with 
the media. That happened in the Ray Lewis 
case, where Garland says the investigative 
media actually helped find witnesses. 

In another case, when Garland defended 
local sportscaster Harmon Wages on drug 
charges In federal court, he put Wages 
himself In front of the camera-a rarity 
that panned out. "He looked at the camera 
and said, 'On my father's grave and my 
mother's honor, I am not guilty,'" Garland 
remembers. Wages was convicted only on 
misdemeanor charges. Garland recalls one 
of the jurors saying, "You know, I remember 
him looking at the camera .. :' 

CARLAND SAYS HE STILL FEELS THE SAME 
combination of excitement, challenge, and 
a bit of terror that he did when he began 
practicing. He adds that working with his 
law partner, Don Samue~ has been one of 
the great blessings of his practice. (And the 
feeling is mutual: see sidebar on page 18.) 

"Don is a man whose heart is bigger than 
the courtroom, and who's recognized as a 
master of criminal law and a person of great 
humor, persuasion and loyalty, and for that I 
feel Infinitely blessed," Garland says. 

He's also thrilled that a seventh­
generation Garland has Joined the office. 
"Every day that my dad and I practiced 
law, we hugged and embraced. And fNery 
day I practice Law with my son, we hug and 
embrace," Garland says. 

Someday there may be an eighth­
generation lawyer in the Garland family. 
"I've had a happy life," Garland says. "The 
cases have been hard, but life has not:' [l 

ClI 
GARl..AN)TAI.J(5ABOUTnERRST 
liME IEPLEADEDFOOAQJEM"S UFE. 
cDeII: an vidtICIlcan 

The law firm of 

J. FnmJdhr Bums, Poe. 
is a leader in the field 

of workers' compensation 

representing injured workers 

in cases throughout Georgia. 

The firm aggressivel¥ represents 

their clients in all aspects of 

workers' compensation claims 

or cases including: 

• Nedc lind BlIck Injuries 

• Rep.tltlWl /he III/uries 

• Head lind Brain Injuries 

• Occupational Disease 

• CatllStl1lphic Injuries 

• Death Claims 

SUPER LAWYERS I GEORGIA 2012 19 



GEORGIA 
THE TOP 100 

An IIlphabetlcat Usttng oI'the lawyers wl10 ranked top of the 
Ust In the CIOIgIo su,. t..aw)'IHs 2012 nomination, I'1!Sl!iIrch 
ilnd blue ribbon 1'1J\/1QW prua!55 

Adelman, Jonathan M., Harper Waldon & CraIg, 
Atlanta 

Alex.nd .. , JeilILH J't Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, 
Atlanta 

Andrews. Stephan C •• Bodker Ramsey Andrews 
Winograd & Wild stein, Atlanta 

Ashe, Jr., R. LawNnce, Ashe Rafuse & Hill, Atlanta 

Ballilnl, William lo, Scherffius BaLlard StiLL & FeagLe, 
Atlanta 

iMIsa', DrIkI, McKenna Long & Aldridge. Atlanta 

Beltnn, Frri J't The Beltran Rrm, Atlanta 

a.mstei'n. OJ., The Bernstein Finn. Atlanta 

IJIrd, wtlU.m Q •• Bird law GrouP. Atlanta 

Blackburn, W. Sun~, Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton, Atlanta 

Bloom, Dllnl .. A., Pachman RIchardson, Atlanta 

Blum, Theodore'., Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta 

Bole., William H.t Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, 
Atlanta 

Bonder. Scott L' t Fried & Bonder, Atlanta 

Bondurant, EmmRtJ., Bondurant Mixson & ELmore, 
Atlanta 

Brada-" Wayne N., McKenna Long & ALdridge, 
Atlanta 

BramLett, J.rtr.y 0., Bondurant Mixson & ELmore, 
Atlanta 

B...wst., WIlUam H., KllpatrlckTownsend & 
Stockton, Atlanta 

Budd..,., Edward D" BuckLey & KLein, Atlanta 

Ekltler, Jr., J~ E" Butler Wooten & Fryhofer, 
Columbus 

C1hoan.- SLmln A., Kllpatrict: Townsend & Stockton, 
Atlanta 

Carlock, ThomaIS., Cartodc Copeland & Stair, Atlanta 

Cochran, Anthony L, Chltivis Cochran Lar1cins & 
Bever, AtLanta 

Cohen, Lori G., Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta 

Copeland, Wade K., CarLock Copeland & Stair, Atlanta 

Cu.-, IV, WlllIem V., Bryan Cave, AtLanta 

Dobbs. C. Edward, Parker Hudson Rainer & Dobbs, 
Atlanta 

Ely, Shattuck (Tucker), FeLLows laBriola, Atlanta 

Ewing, IV, Jamdl., KiLpatrick Townsend & Stockton, 
Atlanta 

Fellows, Jr., Henry D., FeLLows laBriola, Atlanta 

FIetd1., Jennlfe, W., SutherLand AsbiLL & Brennan, 
Atlanta 

Floyd, Jahn E., Bondurant Mixson & Elmore, Atlanta 

Fnnk\ln, Jr., WlWam P., Oliver Maner, Savannah 

Gallo, s.tMra H., KrevoUn & Horst, Atlanta 

Wrtand,. EdwiIrdT.M., Garland Samuel & loeb, 
Atlanta 

GaslDwitz, Adam R., Gaslowitz Frankel, Atlanta 

Hal'!*', Jessica J., Bodker Ramsey Andrews 
Winograd & Wlldsteln, Atlanta 

HendrIck. David R., Hendrick Phillips SaLzman & 
FLatt, Atlanta 

Henry. Philip C., Henry SpiegeL MiLling, Atlanta 

Hill, Jr., WiUlam B., Ashe Rafuse & Hill, Atlanta 
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Holdw. Thomas L., Long & Holder, Atlanta 

Horst, Jeff,..,. D., KrevoUn & Hom. Atlanta 

Huff, Daniel J., Huff Powell & Balley, Atlanta 

Jackson, Kim M., Hilwklns Pamel.L Thadcston & Young, 
Atlanta 

JospIn, Walter E., PauL Hastings, Atlanta 

Kadabll, Wab P., KILpatrick Townsend & Stockton, 
Atlanta 

Kab:, JOlllA., Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta 

Kes •• , RandeU M., KessLer & Solomiany, Atlanta 

Kingma, Johann .. 5., CarLock Copeland & Stair, 
Atlanta 

Kirschenbaum, Seth, Davis Zipperman 
Kirschenbaum & Lotito, AtLanta 

Knapp, Jr., Ha'" G., Foltz Martin, AtLanta 
Ku __ r, Jerrr-y R., TayLor English Duma, Atlanta 

KUlhner, 5tawn N., FeLLows LaBrloLa, Atlanta 

laBriola, St."rtenT .. Fellows LaBrioLa, Atlanta 

Law, Pet ... A., Law & Moran, Atlanta 

~, NIIrtq' F., Lawler Green Givelber & Prinz, 
Atlanta 

Utwin, Richard c., The Utwln Law Arm, Atlanta 

Louri., lAnce D., Watklns Lourie RoLl & Chance, 
Atlanta 

Luwrey', IV, Frank M., Bondurant Mixson & Elmore, 
Atlilnta 

Malon., Ad.m, Malone Law, Atlanta 

Malone, Thomal W., Malone Law, Atlanta 

Marsh, Gary W., McKenna Long & ALdridge, Atlanta 

MiIltlm, Knln A., The Maxim Law Firm, Atlanta 

Mayou .. John C., Mayoue Gray Elttrelm, Atlanta 

Mc:Ciough, Barry B., Warner Bates & McGough, 
Atlanta 

MoeUng, IV, Wal .. r G., Bryan Cave, Atlanta 

M~, Matthew G., Gray Rust St. Amand Moffett & 
Brieske, Atlanta 

Nolen, Richard N., Boyd Collar NoLen & TuggLe, 
Atlanta 

O'Connor, Patrick T., Oliver Maner, Savannah 

PKhrnan, Artdtrrw R., Pachman Richardson, Atlanta 

Paint., Jr., Paul W., EUls Painter Ratterree & Adams,. 
Savannah 

ASHE, JR., R. LAWRENCE 
Ashe RafU58 II HH~ Atlanta 

BONDURANT, ENMET J, 
• R/IItdIad Nutnber1Juw • 

I 

BonckIrant Mtxsoo" Elmore, AtIantiI 

BUCKL£Y, EDW'ARD D. 
Budck!y .. Kk*\ Atlanta 

DOIBS, C. EDWARD 
Pwter Hudson RiIlner'" Dobbs, AI:tanta 

FElLOWS, JR., HENRY D. 
Fellows LaBrtola, Atlanta 

~ DarNn W., Harris Penn Lowry Delcampo, 
Atlanta 

Persons, W. RIIJ, Klng & Spalding, Atlanta 

Peters, Janilthan C., Peters & Monyaic. Atlanta 

Powell,. Mlcha.lJ., Baker Donelson Bearman 
CaldwelL & Berkowitz, Atlanta 

Pryor, Jill A., Bondurant Mixson & ELmore, Atlanta 

Quillian, III, Henry M., Taylor Engl1sh Duma, Atlanta 

Raru.., Nancy E., Ashe Rafuse & HiLl, Atlanta 

Ragland. Jr., William M., WombLe Carlyle 
Sandrldge & RIce, Atlanta 

Reinhardt. Oanl" 5., Troutman Sanders, Atlanta 

Rogers, Brian D. "Buc:k'", Fried Rogers GoLdberg, 
Atlanta 

Rosenbloum, Bobby, Greenberg Traurlg, Atlanta 

Sadd, Jam .. (JIIJ)' Slappey & Sadd, Atlanta 

Samuel, Donald F., Garland Samuel & Loeb, Atlanta 

Schiffman, Jr., Richard W .. Davis Matthews & 
QuIgley, Atlanta 

Sinkfield, Rktt.rd H., Rogers & Hardin. Atlanta 

SteInfeld, Brvce R., Stenfeld & Steinfeld, Atlanta 

~nr.ld, ShaynII M., Steinfeld & Steinfeld, Atlanta 

Taylor, Marc A., Taylor English Duma, Atlanta 

Terry, Mlcha" B., Bondurant Mixson & Elmore, 
Atlanta 

TrIgg, Mart: G., Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta 

Varner, ChUton D., King & SpaLding, Atlanta 

Wanamater, Bruce D., LedbetterWanamakerGLass, 
Atlanta 

Watkins, John L., Bames & Thomburg, Atlanta 

Weathington, Paul E., The WeathIngton Firm, Atlanta 

WeI.s. Terry R., Greenbe rg Traurlg, Atlanta 

Whitley, Joe D., Greenberg Traurlg, Atlanta 

Wilson, Stanford G., Elarbee Thompson Sapp & 
WIlson, Atlanta 

Wozniak, Todd D., Greenberg Traurig, Atlanta 

Wymer, III, John F., Paul Hastings, Atlanta 

GARLAND, EDWARDT.M. 
GarUlnd S~muel. Loeb. Atlanta 

HENRY, PHLIPC. 
• RIIInIIrd M.wnlwr:nvo 4 

HenrySf*gel. M~AtLant~ 

NALONE, TMOMAS W. 
• RcftIrd M.InbIrDfw· 
MaWne Law, Atlda 

MAYOUE, JOHN C. 
Mayoue Gray EittrWn, Atlanta 

PERSONS, W. RAY 
King & Spaldlng,AtLanta 
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